Where: Somewhere in Tijuana.
When: Some day in March.
Why: Curiosity.

Who: Some workers.
What: Some metal working plant
by some union over some issues.
How: Friends of a friend.




it The point of departure of When Corporations Rule the @
World is the evidence that we are experiencing accel- |

erating social and environmental disintegration in nearly
every country of the world-as revealed by a rise in pov-
erty, unemployment, inequality, violent crime, failing
families, and environmental degradation. These prob-

p=g! output since 1950 that has pushed human demands on
«\W the ecosystem beyond what the planet is capable of
sustaining. The continued quest for economic growth -

yll capacities and the social fabric that sustains human
J¥: community; at the same time, it is intensifying the com-
5 petition for resources between rich and poor-a compe-
i tition that the poor invariably lose. | :

Korten, David C., When corporations rule the world, 1995.

lems stem in part from a fivefold increase in economic &5

as the organizing principle’of public policy is acceler- iy
ating the breakdown of the ecosystem’s regeneratwa_ ey




HE MAQU[L ADORA

LEYMEX

CORMEX

HAN YOUNG

Industria Maval de California behind the CROM office,
April 1997.

Photo by Allan Sekula
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Laymaex and Daiwan
workers siruck thelr
plants in June of 19946
lnrgely over health and
safely problems. But low
Wages waere also an
Izgue. They 'ware
“represented” by
C.ROM, but one of thelr
demands was to meet
with the manager while
excluding the union.”™
They want their own
union, The workers
voted to atfiliate with
S.TLM.A.C.S. (Sindicalo
de Trabajadores de la In-
dusiria Metdlica, Acero,
Hierro Conexos Y Simila-
res) which, In turn, s
affiliated with F.A.T.
(Frente Autentico del Tra-
bajo). Meanwhile, the
leadership was fired and
asccepled SEverance pay
which cut off the heads
ol the struggle. The
remaining workers filed
papers through the labor
courts to displace
C.R.OM. only to be
denied because C.R.O.M.
was N0 longer registered
at Laymex! This rather
coniradictory rullng Is

being appealed...

HYUNDAI PRECISION AMERICA is
HYUNDAI DE MEXICO, S.A. DE C.V.

This plant is the only significant shipping container factory
outside China. It is the Korean company's effort to compete
in a market virtually sealed by Chinese low wages. Chinese
workers and Mexican workers race each other to the bottom
of the scale. The main plant now does only final agsembly
and painting. The rest of the work has been subcontracted
out to five other factories: Laymex, Daiwon, Cormex, Han
Young and the Enseneda shipyard. It is believed by the work-
ers that Hyundai owns at least the first four though it is
strongly denied. In Mexican law companies which significantly
supply a main business are the legal responsibility of the lat-
ter. This is important because Hyundai moved out its dan-
gerous work to avoid health and safety responsibility to its
workers that is strong on paper in Mexican labor law. The
injury rate was very high at the main plant as it is now at the
satellites. Laymex, Daiwon and Han Young have been sites |
of major labor struggles in the past year. It is a classic prob- l
lem in the maquiladoras of workers attempting to get out from
under the “protection contracts” of the official union and cer-
tify an independent union democratically controlled. The Han
Young story makes up the third part of this series.

HYUNDAI PRECISION USA HEADQUARTERS
IN MISSION VALLEY, SAN DIEGO.




THE SUBSIDIARY

HAN YOUNG DE MEXICO, $.A. DE C.V.

This plant is many miles to the west of Hyundal, Laymex,
Daiwon and Cormex. It Is west of downtown Tijuana not far
from Playas; Originally it was located in Tecate and many work-
ers ride a company bus to and from there daily. The bus also
plcks up Emetarlo Armenta In Maclovio Rojas and a few more
in El Florido on the way.

On June 4th, the workers angaged In a ‘work actlon® which shut
the plant down for two days.® After meeting with the company
and electing a leadershlp, the workers went back to work with
promises to address twelve demands including recognition of
their own Independent union. At this writing, Emeterio and
two other leaders have been fired for their union activities. This
actlon has been legally appealed and an information campaign
has been launched to inform the world of Hyundai®s treatment
of its workers.

*Under Mexican labor law, workers cannod legally strike without the authorlza-
than of & government reglstensd unlon. However, ewen without an organization,
they can engage In very short stoppages to get grievances heard and acled
upan,

HAN YOUNG AMEX, INC. . 0%

interviewed by TV,

The boss says, “He's a worker too,” and slts with the strik-
ers. But the photography makes him nervous so he moves
down the street. Later, ha Is confronted by the workers and
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Hyundal's Truck Trailers . . *
Maclovio Rojas |

T -_;llu"ri:'? 3 = A ™
Justice cannot be done here to the story
of the poblado Maclovio Rojas. And jus-
tice will not be done until Maclovio Rojas
is a colonia. Itis the story of a strong com-
miunity whose leaders have endured jail,
death threats, many whose members
marched in the blazing August heat of
1996 to Mexicali to confront the govemor
of Baja. They have fought off land pirates
and waged a seemingly successful battle
to force Hyundai to give up its claims to
their land. And they have attracted the
suppoart of many in México and the USA
in their defensa.

" One of sevoral Baja communities named after a
young farm labar leader who wis murdansd by Land
WIS,

The Old Sign

Hortensia Hernandez Mendosa

and Artemio Osuna Osuna lead the
community o the new sign raising. Japanese Labor Delegation
(April 26, 1997) Mambers of
APWSL (Asian Pacific
Workers Solidarity Links)
made Tijuana's colonlasand &
Gephardt's Visit maquiladoras the last stop E ﬂ

(February 14, 1997) was the beginning of a revisit to NAFTA. As Minor-
ity Leader of the House, ha will be very active in the debates over its
renewal and “fast-track” for a trade agreament with Chila in the Fall.
With him was Democratic Whip David Bonion as well as Jay Mazur head
of UNITE, George Becker head of the United Steel Workers, Harley
Shaiken of U.C. Berkeley and Barbara
Shailor, Director of the International
Saction of the AFL-CIO. Again, tasti-
k mony was given
as to working con-
ditions in the
maquiladoras,

on a USA tour. They ware
particularly interested in
Narth American plants
owned by Japanese compa-
nias. After infor-
mal mestings with
residents of
Maclovio Rojas,
thay heard testi-
many about working condi-
tions, pay and amplayment
from maquiladora workers.

a




WO NI NO) I Mexican labor law allows all
workers to engage in work stop-

pages of up to two days in order to get management's attention to
grievances. On August 19, 1997, the Han Young workers walked
out a second time in order to push the company toward the negoti-
ations to which all had agreed.

Meeting at the plant.
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0.K., let’s talk about these two tires,
They were pointed out to the photographer by
one of the Korean managers. Let's admit, for
the sake of
argument
that one or
two of the workers
decided to deflatea
couple supervisors. First of all, it has to be
mentioned that the latter A Korean man- ager points out

have cars. But more to the thesetwo tires to the photogra-
point, is the issue of property Pher, “Look how low these work-

mage and labor disputes, ™ are to do this!” But, one
damag pute could ask, "What about the defla-

Whatever one may think of g the work- ers’ lungs due
modern “labor relations™ as te poor ventila- tion in the midst

mediated by governments, of welding fumes and other industrial effluents?” What is
the idea is to contain conflict mMore serious, flesh or rubber?
by allowing both sides nonviolent ways of sort-
ing out differences. If labor is deprived of the
_ighm of struggle embodied in Mexican law,

then what recourse is
there Tor its side? Is it any sur-
prise that at least some work-
ers will try to defend their rights
by going outside the law? It is
known, of course, that the employ-
ers and governments of all three
countries at stake here have, at one

Meanwhile, in San Diego...

time or another, resorted to violence
against their workers including murder.
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Justice for Mexcan Workers -
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Wabe for union at maquilsdors driws sccusationd

Gobierno del Estato Libre Y ~*
~ Soberano de BH:JH California :

28 days x 24 hours = 672 hours
x 4 workers = 2,688 hour
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UNT IN BAJA

CALIFORNIA o N

IS FORMED.
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HAN YOUNG MOVES & Thecompanytries governments as to whether the

to be a “sparrow” Strike was legal and whether the

THE STRIKE CONTINUES! and fly away from moved plant is the same employer.

the strike. From The strike resumes when a federal
fall until the end of April, a legal battle is waged between Han  Panel of judges rules completely in
Young, the Mexican business association and Tijuana and Baja fﬁ“ﬂ_f of “j'E workers.

largely cal
Alter the

carme oul Tor the "99
May Day march
Pickels went up the |
mext Moaday, Police

i i, i b i *’._d_'!lr- - "
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| = Tal '@‘1 e

r . i :14 f

ﬁm-w Ao x5 e ; After a ot of arguing,

; . InJune, |5 . e
: I the police returned &, b4,
m o and removed the i i
plekeiers and thals ... Victory at Han Young!
bammers and signs "":':.‘\ - -
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5 Maguiladora Agsn

cause most of the
avallable welders in
Tijuana support the




in Ciudad Juarez, which boasts the largest concentration of maquiladoras on the border, a three-union alliance opened the Center for
Labor Studies in September. This is a project of the Authentic Labor Front (the only union federation in Mexico that opposed NAFTA)
and two U.S. unions, the Teamsters and the United Electrical Workers.

The Center is an outgrowth of joint campaigns the three unions have waged to organize workers at factories in Juarez and Chihuahua.
It has already documented extensive discrimination against pregnant women at three Juarez factories belonging to FAVESA, a sub-

sidiary of Lear Industries. The plants supply car seats to General Motors.

GM |

———— e —

“When | wﬁﬁ bemg hfred after the mfferwew rhf.e-y asked
me.when | would have mysmeytrpériod,” oné worker
explains. “They said |l couldn’ faciuaHy Start work until
| had my period. | was still three weeks away, so | had
to wait. On the first day of my period, | came back.
The nurse was there and she said, ‘Let’'s see it. Show
me the sanitary napkin.” They accepted me that same
day.”

‘%

Sanitary Hapkin given anonymously by a U5 A, woman in solidarity with her Mexican sisters.

The director of the Center for Labor Studies, Guillermina Solis, charges that the companies want to avoid offering government-
mandated maternity benefits. That's why they don’t hire pregnant women and why they fire women who get pregnant. Her allegations
are supported by the Vomen s Rights Project of Human Rights Watch, Its detailed report last October documented extensive sexual
discrimination in maquiladoras.

David Bacon. “Cross-border organizing gives labor a chance.” The Progressive. July 1997,
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THE MASK...
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La Ardillita
Pues, por el lado econémico, no nos alcanza
porgue es muy poco lo que nos pagan. Por lo tanto,
no vive uno comodamente. O sea, no rinde.
Well, economically speaking, we earn a very small
wage and it is not suficient. For now, we live very
uncomfortably. So, our money is not enough.

El sueldo estd muy bajo. Pues, si no estamos soldando juguetes. No
estamos soldando juguetes para que nos paguen lo

que nos estdn pagando. Ahoro, ellos piden una produccion por
dia, y se la sacamos y porque terminamos temprano al siguiente dia nos
plden dos o cuatro plezas mds. Vamos y pedimos una explicacién ¥ pues,
no es que esiamos terminando muy temprono. Pues, s como les dign, yo
no estoy soldando juguetes. Son piezas pesadas que pesan mds de cien
kilos y que se estdn cargando entre dos o tres personas.
The wage is vry low. We are not weidng roys. It séems as if our
wage is for welding toys. ey ask for a spechc amount of produe-
kon per day and when we finish early then the next day thay add two or four more
10 the produchon. We ask for an expianabon of txs ncresse and they say it is
because we finished early. Wel, it is kke I tokd you, | am not welding toys. These
are big piaces that wegh more than 100 kéos and R takes two or (hree people
cary.

Bueno yo pienso que estd bien que invierten en €l, pero gue no abusen de los trabajadores. Que el trabgjo es una cosa y, por gjemplo,
el bienestar de le familia es ora. NoSotros estamos peleando por nuestras familias y estd bien que traigan
inversién a México porque se necesita, pero no es para que exploten la gente. Quele quieran pagar
poquito y ellos se estdn enrigueciendo @ costn de nuestro trabgjo. Eso, yo pienso, que o estd dien.

Well, | think itis great that they want to invest in us, but as kong as they do not abuse the workers. Work is one thing and the wei-being of my family
isanotner. We e fighting for our families and itis alright if they want to invest in Mexico, but it is not

a reason for them to exploit the people. {ihink & is not fair that they want (o pay us & small wage white they get rich from our
work. This, | baleve, is not Aght.

Porque, como dice ¢! compasero, tantos cables de electricidad como mangueras de gas y todo estd tirado atraviesa por donde sea.
Entonces estamos ex peligro. ¥ también la contaminacion dentro de la fébrica, que se puede decir que no es una fabrica porgue esti
muy Hay una muy graade porque se aglomera el humo y pues, por mas Qque quieran poner, no ponen aire
condicionado como debe de ser.
As my co-worker has said. there are eloctnic cables and gas kne and everything is scattered everywhers. So we are in danger. Also, the contami-
nation inside the factory. ff you can call & & factory since itis 5o smal. There is a huge contamination becauss the smoke accurmulates inside and
&S MUCh 85 NGy wani 10 put &ir CONEBONING 83 they shouid, they do not.

..UNMASKED?

oseFernando Flores Cruz

La verdad ya ahorita siento con mds confianza, con mds libertad de expresar lo que sientc
Porque tenemos el apoyo de ustedes y de Mari [Tong], que nos estd apoyando bastamte. ¥ estin los licenciados que extan en el apoy
Judicial. Pues, estamos viendo que nos estdn ayudando como debe de ser.

Truthfully, | now feel more confident and more at liberty to express what | feel. s s ae o e suppe

we have raceived from afl of you and Mary [Tong), who has supported us a8 1ot We 250 niave $ha awyers Dat I8 SLYDarang Js @ 3 Ui
manner. Well, we finally see ali the help we should be getting.

No pues realmente, pensando en lo que ayer nos estuvieron diciendo en la asamblen que mrimes ¥ este, empecé & ver todos I

detalles que nos explicaron. Que la demanda va, incluso se va meter el lunes. Y va vi gue Aoy xna mayor organizacion tanto de |
bajadores como los de lit iados. E) esa kacion ya legd a tal grado de que hay mas fucrzs, kay mas confionza,

mas estabilidad en el movimiento. O sea. yo pierse que va mas adelante.

Thinking about what they toid me yesterday in the assembiy, wed, i1 made me focus on al the detass ar mers exaianad 1o =s. Owr Jemand w

finally be sent on Monday. And | have now seen & major i antof TGS, s G RAS QO STONGE

with more confidence, and this results in a mora stable moverment. Ths is why | think 2 & rogressing.

Incluso, la dependencia que se encarga de ver la contaminacion de las empresas, Uego alliy al parecer también les dijo que p
es pare &mpiar el ambi Pero, no mas pusieron uros dos o tres y al rato se descompusieron y hasta alli quedé no mds.

m:mmummmmwmmwnwmmmﬂm However, they only put two or three air purifiers and later they
Droke dovn and that was that.

Lo CEDU.E Ellos si avisaron que iban a ir porque al siguiente dia llegando tempranito nos
pusieron hacer limpieza. Es federal

e C.ED.UE They told them when they were coming and early the next morning they made us
clean the faclory. itis trom the govemment.

Incluso, las dependencias federales y las dependencias estatales de aqui de Tijuana, pues van y
le avisan al patron y el patron, por abajo del agua, les da un poco de dinero y ya se quedan
callados. E lando cada dia mds.

The federal and the state inspectors here in Tijuana telf my employer when they are coming and

our employer gives them money so that they can keep quiet. Thus, aseach day passes by, they dig us desper and
deeper into & hove.

a nosotros nos estdn

Por ejemplo, las dependencias que puede uno recorrer para que lo apoyen a uno, no lo apoyan. Como es Conciliacién alli, pues ni
para que ir a presentarse porque no mds va uno para perder el tiempo. O sea, porque sabe uno que los compran rdpido, O sea, les dan
una feria y ya se acabé todo y nosotros quedamos igual.

For example, the factory investgators whom one can tum to for support as & worker, well, we do not receive this support. Like Conciliation, it fs
better not lo even bother with them because you will only waste your tima. 1t is because ans knows that they have been bought out. So, the
comparny gives them money and everything stops and we slay the same.

Pues le diré, por ejemplo, los zapatos de seguridad tiene un afioy no me han dado. Y los primeros me los dieron a los dos afos de estar
trabajando con ellos. Eso es el calzado. Para el demds equipo que se necesila para trabgjo tiene uno gque andar corretiandolos,
haciendo corajes con ellos y tener que insultarlos para que le pueda dar a uno las cosas.

Woll, for example. it has baan a year that | have not received the steel-toed shoes that | need. The first pair that | did get was after two years working
there. This was only the shoes. In orter lo oblain the rest of the equipment necessary for work, you had to run efler them and even insuit them so
that they may finally give you what you naedad.

Porque las dependencias les han Hegado alli a los patrones les avisan con anticipacién y pues hasta a mi me ponen a barrer porque no
tienen quien se ponga a barrer alli,

Tha factory inspectors teil my employers when they are going to come, so they make me sweep the loors bacause they have No ong to sweep them.

Entonces el patron ve que hay problemas y es cuando lo llama. Llama al representante del
sindicato. Elviene y enlugar de hablar con los trabajadores, como debe de ser, habla con los empleados de confianza, que son de
confianza del patron, entonces habla con ellos y le dan su dinero. Es lo que hace este seftor.

When the employer detects problems then this is when he calls him. He calis the union leader.

He comes and instead of taiking with the workers, like he should, he tatka to a setect group of men chosen by the employsr. They give him his money
and this is all he does.

Segiin él fue con el pretexio de que iba arreglar eso de que nos dieran calzado y el equipo de seguridad y todo eso. Pero, N0 fue eso si
no que el patrén no le mando su chequesito, pues tuvo que ir a hacer algo para que le pagaran,

Supposadly ho camo 1o talk to the employer about 1he shoes and othar salety equipment we nesded. 1t was avident that he did not come for this
reason, but he dd coma to coliect his chock that the employer did not send him.

Aqul' en México, no hay esa union, Sise unen, pero a la mera hora se van espantado por x motivos. Por ejempla, 5i
somos clen, después se desaniman y al final quedan dos o tres y ya no se hizo nada. 0O sea, la gente, bueno los mabq]a-
dores, de momento si sienten el impulso de querer hacer esto y lo

otro, pero no todos aguantan hasta lo ultimo. Después, empiezan con “que van a correr a estos
y van a despedir a estos” y por ¢l temor y para que no los despidan del trabajo, pues prefieren no
seguirle.

Here in Mexico there is no unity. wecanunte, buttor any ks reason we becoms scared. For exampie. there may be & hundred
of s, yi some of us may rop out and finaly thace are two or thiee of us eh, sa nothing ets accompdshed. The workers at first are
motivated, but some of them cannot endure until the end. They complain that, “they are going to
fire and kick people out,” so they fear losing their jobs and they stop.

Una huelga siempre mejora una empresa, al respeto de los trabagjadores. Hasta entonces es
cuando hacen caso. l.os patrones cuondo ya sienten la presion de los trabajadores, pero como le digo que es muy dificil que se logre
esto, yo digo aqui en Tjuana. Por una parte porque mucha gente, cuando hay una huelge, pues todos piensan en su familia y a la
misma vez no quieren la huelga. Por la razdn que ellos no saben cuanio vaya a durar, Por ¢jemplo, si solamente el hombre es el que
trabaja, entonces no van a tener dinero para lo familia. Y yo pienso que no o tal vez no i

Este imi que se hizo va a servir de ejemplo para la mayoria de las magxiiadoras. Extorces. €59 va a verir @ dar movimien
en las dif il para que el p I se vaya dar cuenta de todo. Podemes realmente, como aabgjadores unirnes
luchar en contra las malas condiciones en las que nos tienen los patrones.

This movement that was formed will serve as an example 10 the maOnly of MAQUERCOrSS. THxS Wl YODADY CALSE SOMe TXOverment witf
differsnt maquiladoras and ihe personne! shouid be aware of this. VWe. &s workers, Must el 1 orcer X0 Nt I8 Nambila CoNCONS o
employers have for us.

Aqui, primero se dieron cuenta que ya nos habiamos organizado us poco y dijeron, “okay, a disiogar.” Se¢ presmrena a dialoga, pe
en el momento de dialogo ellos pidieron un determinado de tiempo para dar solxcion & uro de [os prodiemas. Entonces, a los &
dias ellos nos dieron las botas, por decirle asi. Pero, esos diez dias los ocuparon pers meter a alguien. Por ¢jemplo, a mi
administrador Koreano, a mi me dice, “Porgue dijiste que yo nunca les presto dinere®™ Y vo si le dije abiertamente porque desi
que yo empese a trabajor aqui, Rurca me har prestado mi xr censavo. Me dice. “Que R0 ¥ que cwanto quicres?’ Ya empe:
Incluso, me di6 cien pesos ese dia. La condicion era que ya no me queria ver agei “No mas finnas, ™ me dice.
Here, when they first noticed that we wers organizing they foid us. Okay, let's taik.* They dxd Sk, but Only On the CoNaIon that we g
adefinite time to the solution of one of the problems. S0, after ten days they gave us boots. Sut these ten days, they used them 10 &
new, For o, the Korean i pulled me asiie and asked me, “Why are you saying that | Jdo not give ioans

And | told him openly that since | have been working heve, they have pever ient me one cent. So. he says, o, how much Jo y

want?" He began telling me. He even gave me one-hundred pesos that day. The conditions wore that | was never 10 nefum. “No m
signatures,* he toid me.

A strike always improves a factory, with respect to its employees.
Until this point is reached then this is when they finally &sten to us. The employers must fool pressurad by the workers, but it is difficuit fo
1o happen here in Tijuana. One reason ts because the people WOy about thewr famndies and how long the stke wiillast. For exampie,

man s the only one that works then the family will have no money. And s makes me delieve that thay Cannot Ioierate this happemry
canwe.
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Colonias - Magquiladoras
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Let’s talk taxes.

When Mexico, Baja and Tijuana under-tax
the Maquiladoras, the only way they are re-
ally taxed is through personnel incomes and
purchases (sales taxes). Therefore, there are _
little public funds for paved streets, street lights, signs, sidewalks, landscap-
ing, water, sewage and electrical power. Many workers go daily from their
Third World communities to First World industrial “parks™ and back again.
Most of the newer colonias do not have all of these utilities. The new-
est have none. And, if the community
does not vote PAN (PRI in most of
Mexico),....

h-- ...
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Despite Mexico

By MAKRY BETH SHERIDAN
TRELS AT all WRITDE

MFENTICITE
arfiris Munaz Ledo could scarcely eontain hia oy The
lefuist leader's parly had pasi made hisioric guna in
Mexican eleciions. The big loser waz the ruling PRI
which has champiened NAFTA and Iree markets

“This is the new Mexcan revalulhon!™ exclabmed the plump
pelitician, Ninging open his arms as he spotted a reporier. “The
PRI goes down, and the pess goes up!™

Last Sunday's electens have produced ane of the urdikelies
Eghts since Jerry Ruben iraded his kipgoe sandals for wingtips
and Wall Surest. :

Lefusis cager o W inveslors and weaken the North
American Fres Teade Agrecment have made Uhir bigest

MUTDER LI UMD L0 AREFTY DO

' Keeping the Faith

Vote Outcome, Investors Bpllish for Now

L3
elecioral advance in years bn Mexeo, And ihe $lock market has
Ereeted Lhe news with a breathless radly,
Om the hbeels of 3 preclection surge, the market set four daily
records tht week before finally dipping on Freiday, with ihe
index falling D.B% w 452163 posnls. The peao chosed @l its

] o5l level since February.

al gives?

Analyss sy inveslors are munly religved that the midterm
elections wiend off withoul a hitch. In the vote, Mexicans densed
the Institutsonal Revolutlonary Party, ar PRL ils seven - docade
bold on Congreas. A leftis, Cusuhlemos Cardenas, swepl inlo
office as Menco City's first elected mayar

Despite the dramalic changea, there was little of the
demonstralions and cries of fraod thay had fallowed past
electsons. Infesd, the vole was sewn &8 fortifying Lhe

Flezse wee HEXICO, DE

B e L T

T e L LT L -

MEXICO: Cash-Flush Investors Are Eager to Jump Into the Market

Canlinmed frem D1
demstrglls procews, prepessahly
posii v for polical sakisity

And while il made gain, the
beft-wung pariy —1he Desfdcrals:
Revoldlion Pary, o PRO—me-
Ml @ misority. I m roughly Ued
for Mo, 3 with e conmervative,
m-hmlrrlt:IH :.I:t“” Ashign
Party, or : lerwreT homii
of Congrem.

Fumlly, Coegress dosss lake
cffice wniil September, To sumy
invesLor, Wat’s bight years away.

Wensratale, Wemoan

the marked in mol o mizs am
oppariunily for a pain."
Longes term, Uhoungih i1's urebear

EErRAs prossure on Prosdent Ers
merle Zadills w soften b Eight-
credit, low-spending palicies
Treme polacues pradually renewed
Wﬂ:&wﬁm:m:‘hm
ll,lﬂ o 1 Y
Mencans atill havent fell (s oe-
COTETY

“The man mesasge of thae oliec-
L wad & alap in the face of Uhe
Zedills sdenimisratesn,” paliticsl
bt Federioo Bstever notsd
“The pochetbook wole wil fol
wril to gve him ansiher man-

Be el caulion, however. Uhat
winle wolers were ufibappy with
the rocession, Lhey were nol potr-
wrily calling for lef:wing solu-
LiEwid.

A wiEl ke PRDYS spare,
mz-flory headquartens mappeets 4
party ol famly commitied L
Befiat wlesle Outebde, hawkers sell
Tenhirta and vidooa of Cubam rew:
hilsomary ko ke Guevara. n.
ede, workers poliely address
Vel Lor &8 Togemrade. "

Fosa Adbira Garawnbo. 3 membsr
al the PAD's pooacres bram, il

erl 6l e sugeation ARal e purty  becouse e policy susl abw be

s sedverend s peelaona, pprowed by the ypper house of
Oriftain’s Labor Parly has done  Congres, st controlied by the FRL
undier Tony Blair. The eleclons kawevir, abill

b mame an when Lhe party wis
founded™ in 1458, she sdd in a0
enlir e, The PRLDE split. fross e
puling PRI in pan bhecamse of the.
Libter's mave Wward (ree-makel  wapes sill raileg 15594 bevels

ELOHHTI R

The PRI plaiform calls for
renegoliauing Mexico's loregm
debl, lasing sheed s lerm [oreign
Eavesiment and reinkng in the ene
Pttt - gt Ung contral bank Kach
i e L e invetors § Mas-
Jo day

Byl supciy pomtions arent ahaned
by oiher ihe PRI or PAN. Thus e
chancen of PRIVE plaform being
penind arv elirm,

‘Wikers FAN and PRD 45 agree @

i
E

means higher inflavion
weaker pesa. The PRD could a2-
brist allis, even from Uhe presi-

“The PRI facion s Congra
will B the first Lo my, ‘Ooe

Suill, p obe ripecls an about-
fare in Memnso's Lranalarmation U a
frec - market econoemy.
Elate-dominated

properuc e, lor exampde, thal i
s still wyag o sl off, And
snalyrs sy Ped|la's M (FERE-
Lam! OO ST — P L -
Laad of Uhe peerasnn sysbem — will ke
0 Tor Bafwirded B burs Bk,

The rexl et could somme im NN,
when presdential clections are

Beefeld. Cardenan L e
the Bigh-profile Merico City
mayerd b b mike & o for

on Lax cuts amd 3 reditributis of B Ted O g B T Gl [——— [ —
Lax revenors Lo cash -slarved slales Bnnds e ——— ———y ‘: — ....,'E Do
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THE ‘LIBERAL' L.A. TIMES

repoﬂ on NAFTA LETMEK[Q:%'. -::% SUPPORTS CLASS WAR

1| So, this is a very slippery edilo-

|
TIJUANA rial as is all argumentation on the
pro NAFTA side.

Mast of the 'slips’ have to do with
WHO is being discussed,

Thaugh the balance of jobs lost
or gained between Mexico and
the U.S. is probably not large."
unrastricted rade between the
two couniries tends to drive
wages down in the latter and not
up in the former. Also, what kind
of jobs are gained/lost is conve-
niently not addressed. But
cvages, as opposed to salaries,
Ehave dropped in both countries.

To whom is NAFTA paying off?
In the adjacent panel, one answer
is "The New Entrepreneur Class
of Mexico.” These small export
businesses are writing their “own
ticket.” But, again, no mention of
wages/benefits paid to Mexican
workers or whether they are
union. The big lacunae hare
though is the paltry alfects these
companies will have on the mas-
sive unemployment and under-
employment that drives thou-
sands of Mexicans northward.,

The whole premise of these
writings is that the world
economy is for those who are
privileged with advantages.

To HELL with the rest..
* Read Jeflerson Cowia, “National
atruggles in a Transnational
Economy: A Critical Analysis of US
Labor's Campaign Against MAFTA,"
Labor Studies Journal, Winter 1997,
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I Commentary

The New Entrepréneur Class Wrrites Its Own Ticket

irom & warssm, but from an ever Bros-
grd petvate Beelor Dhal B
comgertitine and sucormiicl i

— digcrelionary submdies 0858 maniging
the fow of mporits. the governmenl
eiedied o havisg full powers Lo defer:
mine the profitshdity of privale Nema
Bumpessmen lourd Lhemselvey spend-
ing mort of Usedr Lime in Uhe corridors of
povernmanend offices rather han oot
after thelr bicioeies and cotomers Juil
like the dasmeno Bels explasatoon for
why he robbed backa, Mesican smire-
preseuns made momey by staying chois
Lo wlkare e Moy Wkl

Fru of government
control and protection,
husiness and ivdustry
risk-takers profit hugely
from innovation.

mwsmwe
gne waz when being clse Lo e

Aliheigh there are s frae
induitFial greups thaa have
celebrated a cenbury in
busiress, masdern MExican
imduilry Wil developed
langely in_response fo e
prareily of imports ceused
by Warld War I Ssddesly,
M faund el el
taren, procemad Toods, LEne
-ru! modl maAulaeiured

divwpried Bz e

governmeni was ihe only poimble
way for Misias bubseses Lo b

B war rITuﬂ The Mexican govem-
ment laaneied & program of indusirials

Thal bewed i dying oul noew. Though
there sre many wayd Ll

profitable. In today's world, the oaly izatien by Solels- can By
way for Mscans W sake meney s baticn fof impsrie firmas fare. it i Ehe
beat their lapanese, Brazfian Chinese  The war shielded markel that
or Amerean tounleTpa e 1hose bobifeiies The Times deteemlsed
And this is precisely what the mew 0= vl inwited ¢ whether Uy sac-
‘ o " ™ primion, and Mex- ETL ceesd or fal

.l m““"mim "m"'F'"""L glam, lfan enbrepre: prominent miwl of Mexicos
® - - s - mearabip was o —— SELFEpreAEUTE
B shrmesale, syl parts of protrmed s, barn. When Lhe sy the stode hawve fsiled the
@ b mew gemeraiion of mmovabors has oo ana sna SOUNDINGE o their narion marked test. More
& e armmised Uer Braitan oo ¥ ddd imparis became O i bermd of he b 150,000 firrms
bsces (s core of i neeem. L they o0 iable snce ety used bo produce
wi lewd the rapidly prowing exporl g (he povern- HE'{IED independence of LB coumiry’s
{:} E " i nEw menl, under ihe s a today
¥ the Mlexican Loabional The Wil  sugpiees of [he InElun. E-Il'llj' amn-Ehird
& i that e 30FE .M. Evanssie Taiey, soomomis L4TE RSN boky af the are Fill capable of
N of the ooumdry’s firms, producing W& 8 Commissien for ALY A pmiallen of MIRPTEAIFL  gaiilying cos-
L the gosds, have become world Lalln Americs, ____ jumer demand
Above all, Ut Bfw #BENe-  jppnpdiuced - Countiess firms
Ly are all w living esamphe thil  (xliom B0 pretect huve poee umder,
: Mexicasy can i fact maks 6 ko firm and develop Bome - prown snd more will Bollew o they Ssa't

- Whal bs Esteresting i that mest of m N | devvalop Lalens,
these firms are fairly small, &ven TRECTILE new irdusiria Twelve years afler imports began b
: ummmm;ﬁ Ehruwd lay in e SFES &8 & EovErTRl be bteralized. the buminess scene has
8 seweral biliion -dollar that gre  progrem that led to the of  been thoroughly transfermed. The
L L, SO of b 15,000 compa.  Eovermseal.sened banks, s pesults, mlu#udhd.mm
w nbew Lt export asd thal sre guc-  plants producing steel. fertilivers. peteo wive, On Ube one hand, Mexico’s idus-
d eemtul by ey yardstick are This  chemicals, cary, Gucke—all the amies- 'Lrhﬂ:sa-zuhwb&ﬂlbmm
il '“hmm",:’_“;._l “t:u;““ mﬂmw?;'hmhg Mmmﬂhm

u

ol ! avallability of eredit, grasling oo s deceds. These aports 8d Bot ssme

§

Lat's talk “sconomic developmant” (a spacial case of “aconomic growth”) here for the “third world." The classic model bagins with “primitive accumulation™
whereby massive naked expiloitation leads to high profits and reinvestment. So, growth begins to take off and some of the benefits of that wealth can be more
broadly distributed. Exploitation of labor may, then, bacome far lassonad 10 the point where many workers bacome quite comfortable and secure. Though, nol
gll. In the poor regions of the world, however, primitive accumulation doas not lead to the growth of much of the population to a sizable middle income. Why?
Because the third world is colonized by the first world. Profits are not redistributed back to those who produced them but to the stockholders of the transnationals
in the first world and a small number of the rich in the countries whera the work is done. The “liberal media® in the USA does not address policy concems in broad
terms that fully explain the winners and losers. As giant enterprisaes, the “liberal media® are part of the winnars. Only in some articles and the "op eds™ do critics

lay out the corract picture.
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BEFORE

610 Union JOBS (CWA 8508)

Keany Mesa, San Diego

AFTER

102 Union JOBS
(CWA 9509)

Otay Mesa, San Diego
3-400 NON-Union JOBS

Otay Mesa, Tijuana






